
Readings – The Pastors 
1 – John Wesley 
 
Round of 32 - "What then is the mark? Who is a Methodist, according to your own account?" I answer: A 
Methodist is one who has "the love of God shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him;" one who 
"loves the Lord his God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his mind, and with all his strength. 
God is the joy of his heart, and the desire of his soul; which is constantly crying out, "Whom have I in heaven but 
thee? And there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee! My God and my all! Thou art the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever!"  From The Character of a Methodist  
 
Sweet 16 – Speaking about money “But in the present state of mankind it is an excellent gift of God, answering 
the noblest ends. In the hands of his children it is food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, clothes for the naked. 
It gives to the traveller and the stranger where to lay his head. It offers provision for the widow and the orphan; it 
may be a defense for the oppressed, a means of health to the sick, of ease to them that are in pain. It may be as 
eyes to the blind, as feet to the lame; yeah, a lifter up from the gates of death. It is therefore of the highest concern 
that all who fear God know how to employ this valuable talent. – Sermon The Use of Money 
 
Elite 8 - Lastly. As he has time, he "does good unto all men;" unto neighbours and strangers, friends and enemies: 
And that in every possible kind; not only to their bodies, by "feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, visiting those 
that are sick or in prison;" but much more does he labour to do good to their souls, as of the ability  which God 
giveth; to awaken those that sleep in death; to bring those who are awakened to the atoning blood, that, "being 
justified by faith, they may have peace with God;" and to provoke those who have peace with God to abound 
more in love and in good works. And he is willing to "spend and be spent herein," even "to be offered up on the 
sacrifice and service of their faith," so they may "all come unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of 
Christ."  - The Character of a Methodist 
 
Final Four - DEAR SIR, -- Unless the divine power has raised you up to be as Athanasius contra mundum, 
['Athanasius against the world.'] I see not how you can go through your glorious enterprise in opposing that 
execrable villainy, which is the scandal of religion, of England, and of human nature. Unless God has raised you 
up for this very thing, you will be worn out by the opposition of men and devils. But if God be for you, who can 
be against you Are all of them together stronger than God O be not weary of well doing I Go on, in the name of 
God and in the power of His might, till even American slavery (the vilest that ever saw the sun) shall vanish away 
before it. Reading this morning a tract wrote by a poor African, I was particularly struck by that circumstance, 
that a man who has a black skin, being wronged or outraged by a white man, can have no redress; it being a law in 
all our Colonies that the oath of a black against a white goes for nothing. What villainy is this! That He who has 
guided you from youth up may continue to strengthen you in this and all things is the prayer of, dear sir, your 
affectionate servant. – John Wesley’s letter to William Wilberforce to encourage him to continue the fight to end 
slavery 
 
National Championship - Agreeable to this his one desire, is the one design of his life, namely, "not to do his own 
will, but the will of Him that sent him." His one intention at all times and in all things is, not to please himself, but 
Him whom his soul loveth. He has a single eye. And because "his eye is single, his whole body is full of light."  
Indeed, where the loving eye of the soul is continually fixed upon God, there can be no darkness at all, "but the 
whole is light; as when the bright shining of a candle doth enlighten the house." God then reigns alone. All that is 
in the soul is holiness to the Lord. There is not a motion in his heart, but is according to his will. Every thought 
that arises points to Him, and is in obedience to the law of Christ.  - The Character of a Methodist 
 
 

 



2 – Nadia Bolz-Weber 
 
Round of 32 – Sermon – If Jesus Was Your Preacher 
And when he opens his mouth to speak, it’s as though there is something both common and melodic about his 
voice. A voice that is as familiar as the sound of our own heartbeats. A song we had forgotten and yet still know 
by heart. Maybe, just maybe, our Lord would say something like, The Spirit of the Lord has anointed him to bring 
good news to the poor. To bring gifts of fine wine and rich food to those who exist only on McDonalds and 
Funions because it’s the only food in walking distance from their decrepit neighborhoods. The Spirit of the Lord 
has anointed him to forgive all your student loans. To bring living water to the people of Flint Michigan and 
Rwanda and Haiti. To tell the bank janitors that the CEO has distributed all their own pay raises and bonuses and 
stock options to them. To look the Dow Jones in the eyes and laugh. To dismantle our system of profits at the 
expense of people. To restore the dignity of the 99% AND to restore the dignity of the 1%. To endow us with a 
sense of worth that has nothing to do with bank accounts and status. Because the Spirit of the Lord had sent him 
to bring good news to the poor. - 
 
Sweet 16 – Sermon – Some Modern Beatitudes 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are the agnostics. Blessed are they who 
doubt. Those who aren’t sure, who can still be surprised. Blessed are they who are spiritually impoverished and 
therefore not so certain about everything that they no longer take in new information. Blessed are those who have 
nothing to offer. Blessed are they for whom nothing seems to be working. Blessed are the pre-schoolers who cut 
in line at communion. Blessed are the poor in spirit. You are of heaven and Jesus blesses you 
 
Elite Eight – Sermon – You Are Not Alone 
What was the incarnation if not God’s love overflowing the heavens and coming to be with us. As though to 
humanity, isolated from God and from each other God comes as a baby to say, “you are not alone.” I mean, sure, 
we feel alone. But feelings are different from facts, or as my wise friend Sara says “feelings are stupid.” What’s 
real is that you are not alone. Not at all. So, remember how Elizabeth says “blessed is she who believed God’s 
promises”? Well, we too have a promise. It is that Jesus said where 2 or more are gathered he is with us. Not 
where 2 or more are gathered and have the correct doctrine. Not where 2 or more are gathered and have the right 
kind of worship service. Not where 2 or more are gathered under a rainbow flag. No… just where 2 or more are 
gathered. That’s all it takes. To be given one to another. To be with God. 
 
Final Four – Sermon – Some Modern Beatitudes  
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the wrongly 
accused, the ones who never catch a break, the ones for whom life is hard – for they are those with whom Jesus 
chose to surround himself. Blessed are those without documentation. Blessed are the ones without lobbyists. 
Blessed are foster kids and trophy kids and special ed kids and every other kid who just wants to feel safe and 
loved and never does. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Blessed are they who know there 
has to be more than this. Because they are right. 
 
National Championship – Sermon – You Are Not Alone 
God becoming human was God’s message to us: you are not alone. You are not alone in your sin. You are not 
alone in your joy. You are not alone in your grief. You are not alone. God is giving us one to another. Like a 
puzzle. Individually, we have such snaggeled edges, such unique contours, but that shouldn’t keep us away from 
others, since those rough parts are meant to be fitted together with the other jagged-edged sinners of God’s 
redeeming. After all, the odd, jagged parts of ourselves are what connects us to each other and to God, even if we 
think the project of religion and spirituality is to sand down the edges of our rough, irregular selves and our stories 
so that we become nice, and smooth and holy and yet, I cant think of a better prescription for isolation. 

 



3 – Bruce Epperly 
 
Round of 32 – Tending to Holy 
We who hold the office of minister of word and sacrament, are give the responsibility to share the gospel so that 
congregants may experience the fullness of God in their lives, discover the life-transforming presence of Christ, 
discern the guidance of the Spirit, find comfort in times of uncertainty and pain, and commit themselves to 
becoming God’s companions in the quest for shalom in their local and global communities. Such an awesome 
task should both inspire and humble those of us who teach and preach.  
 
Sweet 16 - Tending to Holy 
I believe pastors are called to be both prophets, who challenge the spiritual and cultural status quo in their 
communities, and shepherds, who comfort and nurture their congregations. Pastors must learn to share our 
prophetic insights in ways that connect us with as well as challenge our congregations. Spiritually centered 
pastors can, and should, be prophetically self-differentiating as they share their theologically grounded visions of 
the congregations’ responsibility to promote social justice, while nurturing intimately caring relationships with 
people in their congregations who hold differing political and social viewpoints.  
 
Elite Eight - Tending to Holy 
The spirit of hospitality is being reclaimed as an essential Christian practice…In a hospitable world, reflecting a 
hospitable God, no people or places are God-forsaken and no people are beyond transformation and 
reconciliation. To believe and affirm the traditional doctrine of divine omnipresence means that God is surely 
present in every life, however hidden that presence may be, always seeking to nurture healthy relationships, 
personal well-being and ethical responsibility. Rather than dismissing, disregarding, or denying the insights of 
those with whom we pastors disagree theologically, politically, relationally, ethically, or liturgically, the prophetic 
spirit of hospitality challenges us to seek and appreciate God’s presence in the most unlikely people and places 
 
Final Four - Tending to Holy 
What would it be like for you to become a fully alive preacher whose sermon preparation and preaching arises 
from and contributes to your spiritual growth and ministerial vocation and to the shared collective inspiration of 
everyone in the congregation? While there are many paths to experiencing God in sermon preparation and 
delivery, I suggest the following practices for preachers: 1) listening for God’s inspiration, 2) listening to your 
life, 3) praying your study, 4) taking your sermon for a walk, 5) cultivating creativity, 6) praying with your 
congregation. 
 
National Championship - Tending to Holy 
If we regard our lives as a holy adventure in which God is present every step of the way, then we can begin to 
heighten our awareness of the holiness of our lives and the lives of others by remembering moments in which we 
have experienced God’s presence. I have found that the practices of creative spiritual autobiography, praying the 
moments and experiencing God in interruptions are particularly helpful ways to deepen moment-by-moment 
experiences of God’s presence in our personal and professional encounters. 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
4 – Bishop Minerva Garza Carcano 
Round of 32 – A Call for Compassion for Children Arriving from Central America  
We all know that where a child is born shouldn't determine how long she lives, but it does. However, we 
must remember that under God, there is a universal citizenship -- a status that makes us all equal under 
His eyes and worthy of love, dignity and respect, regardless of what side of the man-made border you 
are from. All children have basic human rights, no matter what they look like or where they come from. 
From universal citizenship springs unconditional love that goes beyond skin color, language and race. 
Around the world families desire for their children to be safe, content and healthy and if they are not 
able to provide such privileges, the most desperate go as far as sending their children to distant shores. 
As communities of faith and philanthropy, we have a responsibility to step up during this time of 
massive suffering among innocent children. If we don't help the children in our society, the most 
defenseless among us, who will? 
  
Sweet 16 – Praying for Healing – A Faith Leader’s Response to Anti-Immigrant Legislation  
As members of the faith community, we are called to love our neighbor -- all of our neighbors. 
Generations of immigrants have made this country great with their ideas, hard work, resilience and 
traditions. We must resist the inclination to allow grief and despair to turn us against one another, or to 
blame an entire community for the actions of one individual. It is unjust to take an isolated, tragic 
incident committed by one individual and implicate millions of our undocumented community members. 
  
Elite Eight – Praying for Healing - A Faith Leader’s Response to Anti-Immigrant Legislation  
The concept of sanctuary is one that honors sacred space and provides refuge for individuals in need of 
safety. In the 1980s, many religious congregations in the United States were pivotal in the sanctuary 
movement, providing safe haven to tens of thousands of political refugees from Central America in 
order to prevent the U.S. government from deporting them back to death squads. Recently, in the face of 
record-breaking deportation numbers, congregations have answered the call to offer sanctuary and stand 
with immigrants facing deportation orders and family separation. To infer that this isolated tragedy is 
related to or caused by the values of the ancient tradition of sanctuary is to ignore the most foundational 
ideas behind the sanctuary movement -- to stand in the gap with those forgotten, marginalized and in 
need of solidarity. 
 
Final Four – A Call To Compassion 
The status of these children poses a humanitarian dilemma. As children await a possible future of 
deportation, violence and possibly death, it is time for us to cast aside partisan differences and seek 
solutions to ensure their long-term health and safety. We can choose to use this moment to find the best 
in ourselves and have compassion for these children. If people from every faith and every community 
work together, we can live up to our shared values and take care of the most vulnerable among us. As 
we met these children, we learned that they are children of prayer, prayers that sustain them and give 
them hope. 
 
National Championship -  
Bishop Carcaño was arrested with others at the White House on President's Day to protest the lack of 
leadership President Obama has shown in fixing the broken immigration system. 

 



 
 

5 – William Willimon 
 
Round of 32 – United Methodist Beliefs 
‘Follow me!’ Jesus did not say, “Believe the following six things about me, or follow these ten truths.” In the 
gospels, Jesus calls people to a journey with him, not a seminar about him. He was a prophet preaching, always 
on the move, constantly drawing people into his journey; he was itinerant, truth in motion; not a professor 
lecturing a classroom of passive, static spectators. Even when Jesus rarely mentions belief, he isn’t talking about a 
head-trip, a set of cool intellectual propositions. He is talking about an engaging, costly relationship. “Believe in 
me,” he says. Not “believe these assertions about me,” but rather give in, be engaged, walk with me. 
 
Sweet 16 – United Methodist Beliefs 
We are on a journey. We believe some things about Jesus, but we don’t understand everything. Through study of 
the scriptures and conversation, we are questioned in our commitments. Not to leave us to our own devices, Jesus 
comes and walks with us, reveals himself, speaks and gives us what we need to believe. Our lives are changed as 
we walk with him. We journey not alone. He is undeniably present to us, though still not completely grasped by 
us; he is on the move and never confined by us. And we run back home shouting, “We have seen the Lord.”  
 
Elite Eight – The Collected Sermons of William Willimon 
They asked Jesus about life’s fairness, but he wouldn’t answer. He forced them to examine their own relationship 
with God. We don’t want God, we want answeres. And God’s answers had better not be too confusing or 
frightening, or we’ll look for answers elsewhere. We can find a God who demands less than repentance…So on 
Sunday we come to the Lord’s Table, and you are given, not answers, but bread and wine which are, for us, 
nothing less than His broken body and spilled blood. This is the way God responds to our questions – not with 
answers which flatter us, or make the world simpler than it really is, but with his life given for us, that we might 
more fully give our lives to him. 
 
Final Four  - The Collected Sermons of William Willimon 
The church isn’t about me and it’s not about you. It’s the wisdom and power of God. It’s about the gospel…I’m 
not the greatest preacher in the world and you’re not the greatest church in the world, but that’s OK because the 
greatest God in the world is surprising the world with God’s ability to create something out of nothing, right here 
in this congregation.  
 
National Championship – Churches Need to Take Care of Business – Huffington Post 
Churches decline because they neglect the intellectual purposes of the Christian faith. Churches are in the 
business of meaning-making and meaning-bestowing. As Jack Carroll put it in his church book, As One with 
Authority, congregations help people “reflect on and interpret their lives in light of God’s purpose in Jesus 
Christ.” That’s the one thing churches do that’s not done by any other institution. 
 As a church member one shared, “Why bother with all the church baggage when there’s nothing said that 
fundamentally challenges who I am and where I’m headed?” And as a friend shared, If a church doesn’t make the 
outrageous assertion that God is a Jew from Nazareth who rose from the dead and makes our lives much more 
difficult and demanding, it’s intellectually uninteresting.” At its best the church helps us think under the guise of 
eternity, looking through the lens of God. That’s the most useful thing we can do for this society 

 

 



 
6 – Barbara Brown Taylor 
 
Round of 32 – Leaving Church 
If churches saw their mission in the same way, there is no telling what might happen. What if people 
were invited to come tell what they already know of God instead of to learn what they are supposed to 
believe? What if they were blessed for what they are doing in the world instead of chastened for not 
doing more at church? What if church felt more like a way station than a destination? What if the 
church’s job were to move people out the door instead of trying to keep them in, by convincing them 
that God needed them more in the world than in the church?  
 
Sweet 16 – Leaving Church 
What I noticed at Grace-Calvary is the same thing I notice whenever people aim to solve their conflicts 
with one another by turning to the bible: defending the dried ink marks on the page becomes more vital 
than defending their neighbor. As a general rule, I would say that human beings never behave more 
badly toward one another than when they believe they are protecting God. In the words of Arun Gandhi, 
grandson of Mohandas, 'People of the Book risk putting the book above people.’  
 
Elite Eight – Altar in the World 
To make bread or love, to dig in the earth, to feed an animal or cook for a stranger—these activities 
require no extensive commentary, no lucid theology. All they require is someone willing to bend, reach, 
chop, stir. Most of these tasks are so full of pleasure that there is no need to complicate things by calling 
them holy. And yet these are the same activities that change lives, sometimes all at once and sometimes 
more slowly, the way dripping water changes stone. In a world where faith is often construed as a way 
of thinking, bodily practices remind the willing that faith is a way of life.  
 
Final Four – Leaving Church 
If I had to name my disability, I would call it an unwillingness to fall. On the one hand, this is perfectly 
normal. I do not know anyone who likes to fall. But, on the other hand, this reluctance signals mistrust 
of the central truth of the Christian gospel: life springs from death, not only at the last but also in the 
many little deaths along the way. When everything you count on for protection has failed, the Divine 
Presence does not fail. The hands are still there – not promising to rescue, not promising to intervene – 
promising only to hold you no matter how far you fall. Ironically, those who try hardest not to fall learn 
this later than those who topple more easily. The ones who find their lives are the losers, while the 
winners come in last. 
 
National Championship – Learning to Walk in the Dark 
Even when light fades and darkness falls--as it does every single day, in every single life--God does not 
turn the world over to some other deity...Here is the testimony of faith; darkness is not dark to God; the 
night is as bright as the day.  

 

 
 



7 – Henri Nouwen  
 
Round of 32 – Out of Solitude 
When we honestly ask ourselves which person in our lives mean the most to us, we often find that it is 
those who, instead of giving advice, solutions, or cures, have chosen rather to share our pain and touch 
our wounds with a warm and tender hand. The friend who can be silent with us in a moment of despair 
or confusion, who can stay with us in an hour of grief and bereavement, who can tolerate not knowing, 
not curing, not healing and face with us the reality of our powerlessness, that is a friend who cares.  
 
Sweet 16 
Compassion asks us to go where it hurts, to enter into the places of pain, to share in brokenness, fear, 
confusion, and anguish. Compassion challenges us to cry out with those in misery, to mourn with those 
who are lonely, to weep with those in tears. Compassion requires us to be weak with the weak, 
vulnerable with the vulnerable, and powerless with the powerless. Compassion means full immersion in 
the condition of being human.  
 
Elite Eight – The Only Necessary Thing 
Dear God, I am so afraid to open my clenched fists! Who will I be when I have nothing left to hold on 
to? Who will I be when I stand before you with empty hands? Please help me to gradually open my 
hands and to discover that I am not what I own, but what you want to give me.  
 
Final Four – Making All Things New 
Solitude begins with a time and a place for God, and God alone. If we really believe not only that God 
exists but also that God is actively present in our lives-- healing, teaching and guiding-- we need to set 
aside a time and space to give God our undivided attention. (Matt 6:6)  
 
National Championship – Quotes from The Wounded Healer 
Christian leadership is a dead-end street when nothing new is expected, when everything sounds familiar 
and when ministry has regressed to the level of routine.   
 
Jesus was a revolutionary, who did not become an extremist, since he did not offer an ideology, but 
Himself.  
 
Every Christian is constantly invited to overcome his neighbor’s fear by entering into it with him, and to 
find in the fellowship of suffering the way to freedom. 
 
 

 

 



8 – Rueben P. Job 
 
Round of 32 – Three Simple Rules – A Wesleyan Way of Living 
Spiritual disciplines teach us to live our lives in harmony with something larger than ourselves and larger than 
that which the world values as ultimate. Living in the presence of and in harmony with the living God who is 
made known in Jesus Christ and companions us in the Holy Spirit is to live life from the inside out. It is to find 
our moral direction, our wisdom, our courage, our strength to live faithfully from the One who authored us, called 
us, sustains us, and sends us in the world as witnesses who daily practice the way of living with Jesus. Spiritual 
disciplines keep us in that healing, redeeming presence and power of God that forms and transforms each of us 
more and more into the image of the One we seek to follow.  
 
Sweet 16 – Three Simple Rules – A Wesleyan Way of Living 
Prayer is at the center of a transformed life. The Wesleyan way of living (holiness of heart and life) is 
inconceivable and impossible without a regular and disciplined practice of prayer. Such a disciplined life of 
prayer will be as diverse and as distinct as our fingerprint. For some it will mean the formal language of prayer, 
for others the quiet listening in God’s presence; but for all it will be a turning Godward in response to God’s 
invitation to a relationship that is eternal and immediate at the same time.  
 
Elite Eight – When You Pray 
Living a transformed life does not happen by gritting our teeth and trying harder. It happens as we offer ourselves 
ever more fully to the One who knows us completely and loves us beyond our ability to comprehend. Of course, 
we are called to live a disciplined and faithful life, but not on our own. It is God who leads us, strengthens us, and 
sustains us in a life of faithfulness. And it is God who does the transforming work as we open ourselves more and 
more to the Spirit’s presence, guidance, and grace. Paul’s confession in 2 Corinthians 3:18 says it well: “And all 
of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord, as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into 
the same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes form the Lord, the Spirit.” When we spend 
our days and nights in God’s presence, we too will reflect that divine image more and more. This is God’s 
transforming work in progress in ordinary lives and ordinary times. May it always be the story of our lives. 

Final Four – When You Pray 
Jesus got into a lot of trouble in his brief ministry and it was always for all the right reasons. His message was 
radical and dangerous to the ears of religious and political leaders. However, this same message was wonderful, 
redeeming truth to the average, the poor, and the oppressed persons of his time.  

National Championship – When You Pray 
Jesus describes himself as “the good shepherd” who knows and understands the ways of every sheep and will lay 
down his life for their well-being. For me it is a strong image of God’s knowledge of each of us and of God’s love 
and care for each of us. The gospel readings from John chapter 10 and Psalm 23 continue to be a great source of 
comfort, security, and hope for me as I learn to trust and follow the Good Shepherd. Where do you find your 
comfort, security, and hope today? 

 

 
 



The Theologians 
 
1) Walter Brueggemann 
 
Round of 32 – Sabbath As Resistance 
Sabbath is not simply a pause. It is an occasion for reimagining all of social life away from coercion and competition to 
compassionate solidarity. Such solidarity is imaginable and possible only when our desire to acquire more is broken. Sabbath 
is not simply the pause that refreshes. It is the pause that transforms. Whereas Israelites are always tempted to acquire more, 
Sabbath is an invitation to receive, an acknowledgement that what is needed is given and need not be seized.  
 
Sweet 16 – Prayers for a Privileged People – The Noise of Politics 
We watch as the jets fly in with the power people and the money people, the suits, the budget, the billions. We wonder about 
monetary polices because we are among the haves, and about generosity because we care about the have-nots. By slower 
modes we notice Lazarus and the poor arriving from Africa, and the beggars from Central Europe, and the throng of 
environmentalists with their vision of butterflies and oil of flowers and tanks of growing things and killing fields. We wonder 
about peace and war, about ecology and development, about hope and entitlement. We listen beyond jeering protesters and 
soaring jets and faintly we hear mumbling of the crucified one, something about feeding the hungry, and giving drink to the 
thirsty, about clothing the naked, and noticing the prisoners, more about the least and about holiness among them. We are 
moved by the mumbles of the gospel, even while we are tenured in our privilege. We are half ready to join the choir of hope, 
half afraid things might change and in a third half turning to you, and your outpouring love that works justice and that binds 
us each and all to one another. So we pray amid jeering protesters and soaring jets. Come by here and make new even at 
some risk to our entitlements.  
 
Elite Eight – Sabbath As Resistance  
“Sabbath, in the first instance, is not about worship. It is about work stoppage. It is about withdrawal from the 
anxiety system of Pharaoh, the refusal to let one’s life be defined by production and consumption and the endless 
pursuit of private well-being.” 
 
Final Four – The Prophetic Imagination 
The prophet engages in futuring fantasy. The prophet does not ask if the vision can be implemented, for questions 
of implementation are of no consequence until the vision can be imagined. The imagination must come before the 
implementation. Our culture is competent to implement almost anything and to imagine almost nothing. The same 
royal consciousness that make it possible to implement anything and everything is the one that shrinks 
imagination because imagination is a danger. Thus every totalitarian regime is frightened of the artist. It is the 
vocation of the prophet to keep alive the ministry of imagination, to keep on conjuring and proposing futures 
alternative to the single one the king wants to urge as the only thinkable one.   
 
National Championship 
When we live according to our fears and our hates, our lives become small and defensive, lacking the deep, 
joyous generosity of God. If you find some part of your life where your daily round has grown thin and 
controlling and resentful, life with God is much, much larger, shattering our little categories of control, permitting 
us to say that God’s purposes led us well beyond ourselves to live and to forgive, to create life we would not have 
imagined 

 



2 – Carla Works 
 
Round of 32 
The kingdom of heaven is supposed to produce a new people, a new kind of community. The Church is 
supposed to exhibit what the Kingdom of Heaven is supposed to look like. The church is supposed to be 
a living glimpse of God’s kingdom in this world. To follow this king, means you have to emulate a king 
who looks like no other king in the world. And if we believe that Jesus is calling us to radical 
discipleship, then we need a community to help us truly be faithful to this task. 
 
Sweet 16 – Working Preacher Commentary (Matt 25:31-46) 
Throughout the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus' teaching has announced and illustrated the kingdom of God. 
God's kingdom does not function like a typical kingdom. This divine reign has invaded the world and is 
good news -- especially to those on the fringes of society. This rule welcomes those who have no status 
and seeks to serve others rather than exploit them. The righteous have inherited this kingdom. Those 
who claim to follow Jesus and hope to endure to the end (24:13) are called to live faithfully to God's 
righteous empire. Those who have experienced God's kingdom cannot go back to life as it once 
was.  Stanley Hauerwas writes, "The difference between followers of Jesus and those who do not know 
Jesus is that those who have seen Jesus no longer have any excuse to avoid 'the least of these.'" 
 
Elite Eight – Working Preacher Commentary 2 Cor 4:3-6 
For Paul, the revelation of God’s image through Jesus has changed everything. The revelation of God’s 
glory in Christ is the basis of Paul’s confession of Jesus’ Lordship (2 Corinthians 4:5). That revelation 
also is the driving force behind Paul’s entire ministry. In Jesus, Paul sees that God is indeed making all 
creation “new.” Jesus embodies God’s desire of life abundant for all. God has not abandoned God’s 
creation to the “god of this age.” This is good news indeed. 
 
Final Four - Working Preacher Commentary 2 Cor 4:3-6 
If Christ is the transformative light of the world, then why isn’t the whole world transformed by God’s 
glory? The bad news is that the “god of this age” has not given up. Rather, this false god is actively 
hindering the Lord’s light from shining in a dark world. Paul himself has faced many obstacles in trying 
to share this light. Indeed, Paul’s exhortation to the church demonstrates that sometimes “those who are 
being saved” also fail to bear witness to that light. As we teach and preach from 2 Corinthians in honor 
of our Lord’s transfiguration, perhaps we should ask ourselves in what ways we might be complicit in 
the veiling of God’s light in our world. Fortunately, God chose us -- the weak and fragile vessels that we 
are (2 Corinthians 4:7) -- to display God’s glory. That glory is transforming us and molding us into 
Christ’s image. The good news is that God’s light will not be overcome by darkness. 
 
National Championship – Working Preacher Commentary 2 Cor. 4:13-5:1 
Amidst real hardships and suffering, Paul expresses hope in God's work to redeem and to transform. The 
threat of hardship would be enough to drive most believers away, but Paul will stop at nothing to be a 
bearer of God's good news.  He knows that the God who is at work in his mortal body is the same God 
who resurrected Jesus from the dead.   It is in this God whom Paul places his unwavering hope. 

 
 



3 Jurgen Moltmann 
 
Round of 32 – The Crucified God 
When God becomes man in Jesus of Nazareth, he not only enters into the finitude of man, but in his 
death on the cross also enters into the situation of man's godforsakenness. In Jesus he does not die the 
natural death of a finite being, but the violent death of the criminal on the cross, the death of complete 
abandonment by God. The suffering in the passion of Jesus is abandonment, rejection by God, his 
Father. God does not become a religion, so that man participates in him by corresponding religious 
thoughts and feelings. God does not become a law, so that man participates in him through obedience to 
a law. God does not become an ideal, so that man achieves community with him through constant 
striving. He humbles himself and takes upon himself the eternal death of the godless and the 
godforsaken, so that all the godless and the godforsaken can experience communion with him.  
 
Sweet 16 – The Church in the Power of the Spirit 
Because of Christ's prevenient and unconditional invitation, the fellowship of the table cannot be 
restricted to people who are 'faithful to the church', or to the 'inner circle' of the community. For it is not 
the feast of the particularly righteous, of the people who think that they are particularly devout; it is the 
feast of the weary and heavy-laden, who have heard the call to refreshment.  
 
Elite Eight – The Crucified God 
God allows himself to be humiliated and crucified in the Son, in order to free the oppressors and the 
oppressed from oppression and to open up to them the situation of free, sympathetic humanity.” God 
became man that dehumanized men might become true men. We become true men in the community of 
the incarnate, the suffering and loving, the human God.  
 
Final Four – Theology of Hope 
That is why faith, wherever it develops into hope, causes not rest but unrest, not patience but impatience. 
It does not calm the unquiet heart, but is itself this unquiet heart in man. Those who hope in Christ can 
no longer put up with reality as it is, but begin to suffer under it, to contradict it. Peace with God means 
conflict with the world, for the goad of the promised future stabs inexorably into the flesh of every 
unfulfilled present.  
 
National Championship – The Source of Life 
Christian faith isn't just a conviction, a feeling and a decision. It invades life so deeply that we have to 
talk about dying and being born again, which is what corresponds to the death and resurrection of Christ. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4 – Martin Luther 
 
Round of 32 – Commentary on Romans 
Love is not only pure joy, and delight, but also great and deep heaviness of heart and sorrow. But love 
too is full of joy and sweetness even in bitter sorrow, because it regards the misery and injury of others 
as its own. So also Christ was glowing with burning love in His last and greatest agony. According to St. 
Hilary, it was Christ's greatest joy that He endured the greatest woe. Thus God "giveth strength and 
power unto His people" (Ps. 68:15). While they experience the greatest sorrow, their hearts overflow 
with joy. 
 
Sweet 16  
Next to the word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world. It controls our 
hearts, minds and spirits. A person who does not regard music as a marvelous creation of God does not 
deserve to be called a human being; he should be permitted to hear nothing but the braying of asses and 
the grunting of hogs!”  
 
Elite Eight – Commentary on Romans 
With reference to the elect we might distinguish between three classes. First, there are those who are 
satisfied with God’s will, as it is, and do not murmur against God, but rather believe that they are 
elected. They do not want to be damned. Secondly, there are those who submit to God’s will and are 
satisfied with it in their hearts. At least they desire to be satisfied, if God does not wish to save, but 
reject them. Thirdly, there are those who really are ready to be condemned if God should will this. These 
are cleansed most of all of their own will and carnal wisdom. And these experience the truth of Canticles 
8:6: “Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for love is strong as death.” Such love 
is always joined with cross and tribulation, for without it the soul becomes lax, and does not seek after 
God, nor thirst after God, who is the Fountain of Life.” 
 
Final Four  
No one can believe how powerful prayer is and what it can effect, except those who have learned it by 
experience. Whenever I have prayed earnestly, I have been heard and have obtained more than I prayed 
for. God sometimes delays, but He always comes.” 
 
National Championship 
To be a Christian without prayer is no more possible than to be alive without breathing…I have so much 
to do today that I’m going to need to spend 3 hours in prayer in order to be able to get it all done 
 

 
 

 
 
 



5 – Marcus Borg 
 
Round of 32 – Speaking Christian 
My answer, the answer pointed to by this chapter, is that our product is salvation as the twofold 
transformation of ourselves and the world. Moreover, I think most people yearn for this. We yearn for 
the transformation of our lives—for a fuller connection to what is, from liberation to all that keeps us in 
bondage, for sight, for wholeness, for the healing of the wounds of existence. And most of us yearn for a 
world that is a better place. We may have disagreements about how that is to be brought about. But most 
of us yearn for that—for ourselves and our contemporaries, for our children and grandchildren, and for 
the people and world of the future.  
 
Sweet 16 – The God We Never Knew 
The point is not that Jesus was a good guy who accepted everybody, and thus we should do the same 
(though that would be good). Rather, his teachings and behavior reflect an alternative social vision. 
Jesus was not talking about how to be good and how to behave within the framework of a domination 
system. He was a critic of the domination system itself. 
 
Elite Eight – The God We Never Knew 
The Christian life is not about pleasing God the finger-shaker and judge. It is not about believing now or 
being good now for the sake of heaven later. It is about entering a relationship in the present that begins 
to change everything now. Spirituality is about this process: the opening of the heart to the God who is 
already here.  
 
Final Four – The God We Never Knew 
God wills our liberation, our exodus from Egypt. God wills our reconciliation, our return from exile. 
God wills our enlightenment, our seeing. God wills our forgiveness, our release from sin and guilt. God 
wills that we see ourselves as God’s beloved. God wills our resurrection, our passage from death to life. 
God wills for us food and drink that satisfy our hunger and thirst. God wills, comprehensively, our well-
being—not just my well-being as an individual but the well-being of all of us and of the whole of 
creation. In short, God wills our salvation, our healing, here on earth. The Christian life is about 
participating in the salvation of God. 
 
National Championship 
Part of the scandal of American Christianity is that statistically the U.S. is the most Christian country in 
the world, and yet as a country we have the greatest income inequality in the world. And as a country we 
are uncritically committed, not simply to being the most powerful nation in the world militarily, but to 
being as militarily powerful as the rest of the world combined. We Christians live in a tradition that is 
passionate about issues of economic justice and peace and yet at least half of American Christians, 
probably even more, think it’s really important that we be as powerful as the rest of the world put 
together. 
 

 



6 – Pamela Cooper-White  
 
Round of 32 – Cry of Tamar 
We are called by baptism to be reconcilers, that is, restorers of the concilium – the whole community of 
God, called and blessed as God’s children equally precious in God’s sight. We are called to make the 
connections between violence against women and all forms of violence – racism, heterosexism, classism 
and all forms of oppression, all of which serve to maintain structures of power and privilege at the 
expense of the majority of the planet’s people and creatures. 
 
Sweet 16 - Cry of Tamar  
Power-in-community, whether it is a nurturing, caretaking power-for, an interpersonal power-with, or a 
charismatic power with-in, is power authorized by the whole people. Violence against women is not 
only an abuse of an individual person, but a violation of trust and a rupturing of right relation with the 
entire community. 
 
Elite Eight - Cry of Tamar 
Perhaps one of the reasons the church has been slow to take up the issue of violence against women as 
an issue of power is precisely because it has not yet come to terms with – even recognized – the extent 
and the limits of its own power, nor has it yet entered fully into the theological and ethical questions 
pertaining to a nonabusive understanding of power, both human and divine, in the world.  
 
Final Four - Cry of Tamar 
How differently things might have gone for Tamar had she had a community of faith to speak a 
liberating word of hope to her! Faith tells us that what happened to Tamar was a violation, not of her 
father’s property rights and political assets, but a violation of her own personhood. 
 
National Championship - Cry of Tamar 
I believe that our faith tells us that God did not cause Tamar’s suffering. Rather, God suffered with 
Tamar, and although her story is lost to us down through the silence of the historical record, Tamar is 
not lost with God. With God, Tamar is not alone, and she is vindicated for eternity.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 – NT Wright 
 
Round of 32 – Simply Christian 
Made for spirituality, we wallow in introspection. Made for joy, we settle for pleasure. Made for justice, 
we clamor for vengeance. Made for relationship, we insist on our own way. Made for beauty, we are 
satisfied with sentiment. But new creation has already begun. The sun has begun to rise. Christians are 
called to leave behind, in the tomb of Jesus Christ, all that belongs to the brokenness and incompleteness 
of the present world ... That, quite simply, is what it means to be Christian: to follow Jesus Christ into 
the new world, God's new world, which he has thrown open before us. 
 
Sweet 16 – Simply Christian 
The church exists primarily for two closely correlated purposes: to worship God and to work for his 
kingdom in the world ... The church also exists for a third purpose, which serves the other two: to 
encourage one another, to build one another up in faith, to pray with and for one another, to learn from 
one another and teach one another, and to set one another examples to follow, challenges to take up, and 
urgent tasks to perform. This is all part of what is known loosely as fellowship. 
 
Elite Eight – Surprised by Hope 
What you do in the present—by painting, preaching, singing, sewing, praying, teaching, building 
hospitals, digging wells, campaigning for justice, writing poems, caring for the needy, loving your 
neighbor as yourself—will last into God’s future. These activities are not simply ways of making the 
present life a little less beastly, a little more bearable, until the day when we leave it behind altogether. 
They are part of what we may call building for God’s kingdom. 
 
Final Four – Surprised by Hope  
We cannot worship the suffering God today and ignore him tomorrow. We cannot eat and drink the 
body and blood of the passionate and compassionate God today, and then refuse to live passionately and 
compassionately tomorrow. If we say or sing, as we so often do, 'Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit', we thereby commit ourselves, in love, to the work of making his love known to 
the world that still stands so sorely in need of it. This is not the god the world wants. This is the God the 
world needs. 
 
National Championship - Simply Jesus 
Blessings on the poor in spirit! The kingdom of heaven is yours” (Matt. 5:3) doesn’t mean, “You will go 
to heaven when you die.” It means you will be one of those through whom God’s kingdom, heaven’s 
rule, begins to appear on earth as in heaven. The Beatitudes are the agenda for kingdom people. They 
are not simply about how to behave, so that God will do something nice to you. They are about the way 
in which Jesus wants to rule the world. 

 
 
 

 
 



8 – David Bosch 
 
Round of 32 – Transforming Mission 
Rather, Paul's whole argument is that the attractive lifestyle of the small Christian communities gives 
credibility to the missionary outreach in which he and his fellow-workers are involved. The primary 
responsibility of “ordinary” Christians is not to go out and preach, but to support the mission project 
through their appealing conduct and by making “outsides” feel welcome in their midst. 
 
Sweet 16 – Transforming Mission 
The problems facing the wealthy in the post-Easter community are thus obviously not different from 
those facing the rich who encountered Jesus. Zacchaeus and Barnabas become paradigms of what Luke 
expects of wealthy Christians. 
 
Elite Eight – Transforming Mission 
Fourth, in this paradigm the theologian can no longer be “a lonely bird on the rooftop” (Barth 1933:40), 
who surveys and evaluates this world and its agony; he or she can only theologize credibly if it is done 
with those who suffer 
 
Final Four – Transforming Mission 
From the parable of the good Samaritan we know that the neighbor is the one in need who makes a 
demand on me and whom I dare not leave by the roadside. In economic terms, it means that the rich 
members of Luke's community are challenged to give up a significant portion of their wealth, and also to 
perform specific unpleasant actions, such as the issuing of risky loans and the cancelling of debts. All 
this is, of course, also Jubilee language—the idea of the Jubilee indeed permeates Luke's gospel. 
 
National Championship – Transforming Mission 
Today, of course, charity is a bad word in many circles and often seen as the very antithesis of justice. In 
the Old Testament and Judaism it was different (:116), as it still is in Islam. Almsgiving is not something 
that subverts justice and structural change; rather, it is an expression of justice and stands in its service. 
In the Old Testament the two concepts are often synonyms. Almsgiving (eleemosyne) is, furthermore, 
an expression of having mercy (eleos).” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Contemplatives 
 
1 – Dorothy Bass 
 
Round of 32 – On Our Way 
To embrace a way of life abundant requires us to be attentive. No one can live this way in isolation from others; 
life abundant depends upon and arises within life together. It does not lead into a fantasy future or purely spiritual 
realm but into the real world. There, Christians practice these practices not for our own sake but for the good of 
all, and not by our own power or vision but in response to God, whose own grace and call provide this way of life. 
 
Sweet 16 – On Our Way 
Attention to spiritual practices is helpful because it makes a way of life, which is a very big thing, more visible 
and more open to engagement, criticism, and transformation. Noticing, understanding, and living specific 
practices require us to see and do things that are of immense importance to the way of life and for the world to 
which people of faith are called. 
 
Elite Eight – What is a Christian Practice - Article 
Christian practices are shared patterns of activity in and through which life together takes shape over time in 
response to and in the light of God as known in Jesus Christ. Woven together, they form a way of life. Each 
practice is a complex set of acts, words, and images that address one area of fundamental human need. 
Hospitality; Sabbath-keeping; forgiveness; making music.  
 
Final Four 
Practices are not only behaviors.  They are meaning-full.  It is important to note that within a practice, thinking 
and doing are inextricably knit together.  Those who offer hospitality come to know themselves, others, and God 
in a different way, and they develop virtues and dispositions that are consistent with this practice.  When people 
participate in a practice, they are embodying a specific kind of wisdom about what it means to be a human being 
under God, even if they could not readily articulate this wisdom in words.  While affirming the unreflective 
character of most participation in practices, I believe that it is also helpful to reflect in the light of our faith on the 
shape and character of the practices that make up our way of life. Indeed, such reflection may be especially 
important at this point in history, when the shape of our lives are changing so rapidly. These are practices in 
which Christian communities have engaged over the years and across many cultures, practices which it is now our 
responsibility to receive and reshape in lively ways in our own time and place. 
 
National Championship – On Our Way 
How you live will have consequences not just for yourself but also for the world. Spiritual practices invite you to 
explore a way of life that takes shape in response to the active presence of God in and for the world. We 
sometimes call this a way of life abundant. All who embrace this way are joined to Jesus and to the community of 
Jesus’s disciples across the ages. This way of life overflows with God’s justice, mercy and love – not only for the 
sake of those who believe but for the good of all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



2 – Thomas Merton 
 
Round of 32 – Thoughts in Solitude 
My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I cannot know for 
certain where it will end. Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I am following your 
will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact 
please you. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart 
from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me by the right road though I may know 
nothing about it. Therefore will I trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in the shadow of 
death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone. 
 
Sweet 16 – No Man Is An Island 
The beginning of love is the will to let those we love be perfectly themselves, the resolution not to twist 
them to fit our own image. If in loving them we do not love what they are, but only their potential 
likeness to ourselves, then we do not love them: we only love the reflection of ourselves we find in them 
 
Elite Eight 
To be grateful is to recognize the Love of God in everything He has given us - and He has given us 
everything. Every breath we draw is a gift of His love, every moment of existence is a grace, for it 
brings with it immense graces from Him.  Gratitude therefore takes nothing for granted, is never 
unresponsive, is constantly awakening to new wonder and to praise of the goodness of God. For the 
grateful person knows that God is good, not by hearsay but by experience. And that is what makes all 
the difference 
 
Final Four – Seeds of Contemplation 
If you write for God you will reach many men and bring them joy. If you write for men--you may make 
some money and you may give someone a little joy and you may make a noise in the world, for a little 
while. If you write for yourself, you can read what you yourself have written and after ten minutes you 
will be so disgusted that you will wish that you were dead. 
 
National Championship – No Man Is An Island 
The man who fears to be alone will never be anything but lonely, no matter how much he may surround 
himself with people. But the man who learns, in solitude and recollection, to be at peace with his own 
loneliness, and to prefer its reality to the illusion of merely natural companionship, comes to know the 
invisible companionship of God. Such a one is alone with God in all places, and he alone truly enjoys 
the companionship of other men, because he loves them in God in Whom their presence is not tiresome, 
and because of Whom his own love for them can never know satiety  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



3 – Brother Lawrence 
 
Round of 32 – Practice of the Presence of God 
The King, full of mercy and goodness, very far from chastising me, embraces me with love, makes me 
eat at His table, serves me with His own hands, gives me the key of His treasures; He converses and 
delights Himself with me incessantly, in a thousand and a thousand ways, and treats me in all respects as 
His favorite. It is thus I consider myself from time to time in His holy presence. 
 
Sweet 16 – Practice of the Presence of God 
God knoweth best what is needful for us, and all that He does is for our good. If we knew how much He 
loves us, we should always be ready to receive equally and with indifference from His Hand the sweet 
and the bitter: all would please that came from Him. The sorest afflictions never appear intolerable, 
except when we see them in the wrong light 
 
Elite Eight – Practice of the Presence of God 
One way to re-collect the mind easily in the time of prayer, and preserve it more in tranquility, is not to 
let it wander too far in other times:you should keep it strictly in the presence of God; and being 
accustomed to think of Him often, you will find it easy to keep your mind calm in the time of prayer, or 
at least to recall it from its wanderings 
 
Final Four– Practice of the Presence of God 
That we ought not to be weary of doing little things for the love of GOD, who regards not the greatness 
of the work, but the love with which it is performed. That we should not wonder if, in the beginning, we 
often failed in our endeavors, but that at last we should gain a habit, which will naturally produce its acts 
in us, without our care, and to our exceeding great delight. 
 
National Championship– Practice of the Presence of God 
This made me resolve to give the all for the all; so after having given myself wholly to GOD, that He 
might take away my sin, I renounced, for the love of Him, everything that was not He; and I began to 
live as if there was none but He and I in the world. 

 
 
 
 



4 – Howard Thurman 
 
Round of 32 
The basic fact is that Christianity as it was born in the mind of this Jewish thinker and teacher appears as 
a technique of survival for the oppressed. That it became, through the intervening years, a religion of the 
powerful and the dominant, used sometimes as an instrument of oppression, must not tempt us into 
believing that it was thus in the mind and life of Jesus. 'In him was life; and the life was the light of 
men.' Wherever his spirit appears, the oppressed gather fresh courage; for he announced the good news 
that fear, hypocrisy, and hatred, the three hounds of hell that track the trail of the disinherited, need have 
no dominion over them. 
 
Sweet 16  
There is something in every one of you that waits and listens for the sound of the genuine in yourself. It 
is the only true guide you will ever have. And if you cannot hear it, you will all of your life spend your 
days on the ends of strings that somebody else pulls 
 
Elite Eight – Living Wisdom 
Don't ask yourself what the world needs. Ask yourself what makes you come alive, and go do that, 
because what the world needs is people who have come alive 
 
Final Four – Meditations of the Heart 
Whatever may be the tensions and the stresses of a particular day, there is always lurking close at hand 
the trailing beauty of forgotten joy or unremembered peace 
 
National Championship – The Luminous Darkness 
A strange necessity has been laid upon me to devote my life to the central concern that transcends the 
walls that divide and would achieve in literal fact what is experienced as literal truth: human life is one 
and all men are members of one another. And this insight is spiritual and it is the hard core of religious 
experience. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5 – Michel Quoist – All 5 rounds are composed of one prayer by Quoist titled The Priest – A Prayer for 
Sunday Night 
 
Round of 32 
Tonight, Lord, I am alone. Little by little the sounds died away in the church. The people went away, 
And I came home, Alone. I passed people who were returning from a walk. I went by the cinema that was 
disgorging its crowd. I skirted the café terraces where tired strollers were trying to prolong the pleasure of a 
Sunday holiday. I bumped into youngsters playing football on the footpath, Youngsters, Lord, Other people’s 
youngsters who will never be my own. Here I am, Lord, Alone, 
The silence troubles me, The solitude oppresses me. 
 
Sweet 16 
Lord, I am 35 years old, A body made like others, Ready for work, A heart meant for love, But I’ve given you all. 
It’s true, of course, that you needed it. I’ve given you all, but it’s hard, Lord. It’s hard to give one’s body; it would 
like to give itself to others. It’s hard to love everyone and claim no one. It’s hard to shake a hand and not want to 
retain it. It’s hard to inspire affection, to give it to you. It’s hard to be nothing to oneself in order to be everything 
to others. 
 
Elite Eight 
It’s hard to be like others, among others, and to be of them. It’s hard always to give without trying to receive. It’s 
hard to seek out others and to be unsought oneself. It’s hard to suffer from the sins of others, and yet be obliged to 
hear and bear them. It’s hard to hold secrets, and to be unable to share them. It’s hard to carry others and never, 
even for a moment, be carried. It’s hard to sustain the feeble and never be able to lean on one who is strong. It’s 
hard to be alone. Alone before everyone. Alone before the world. 
Alone before suffering. Death, Sin. 
 
Final Four 
Son, you are not alone, I am with you, I am you. For I needed another human vehicle to continue my Incarnation 
and my Redemption. Out of all eternity, I chose you, I need you. I need your hands to continue to bless, I need 
your lips to continue to speak, I need your body to continue to suffer, I need your heart to continue to love, I need 
you to continue to save, Stay with me, son. 
 
National Championship 
Here I am, Lord; Here is my body, Here is my heart, Here is my soul. Grant that I may be big enough to reach the 
world, Strong enough to carry it, Pure enough to embrace it without wanting to keep it. Grant that I may be a 
meeting place, but a temporary one, A road that does not end in itself, because to be gathered there, everything 
human, leads toward you. 
 
 Lord, tonight, while all is still and I feel sharply the sting of solitude, While men devour my soul and I feel 
incapable of satisfying their hunger, While the whole world presses on my shoulders with its weight of misery and 
sin, I repeat to you my ‘yes’ – not in a burst of laughter, but slowly, clearly, humbly, Alone, Lord, before you, In 
the peace of the evening. 
 

 
 



6 – Marjorie Thompson 
 
Round of 32 – Soul Feast 
Spiritual disciplines are practices that help us consciously to develop the spiritual dimension of our lives. 
In adopting them, we simply recognize that our innate spiritual aptitude cannot develop fully without 
practice. We will choose spiritual disciplines only if we have a strong desire to grow. If our desire to 
develop spiritually is not deep enough to over come our resistance, we will find ourselves unable to 
maintain any discipline, however good our intentions. They keep us open to the mysterious work of 
grace in our heart and our world. They enable us not only to receive but to respond to God’s love, which 
in turn yields the fruits of the Spirit in our lives.  
 
Sweet 16 - Soul Feast 
What makes our reading spiritual has as much to do with the intention, attitude and manner we bring to 
the words as it does with nature and content of those words. Spiritual reading is reflective and prayerful. 
It is concerned not with speed or volume but with depth and receptivity. The purpose of spiritual reading 
is to open ourselves to how God may be speaking to us in and through any particular text.  
 
Elite Eight - Soul Feast 
Perhaps the real task in prayer is to attune ourselves to the conversation already going on deep in our 
hearts…God is always present with us, whether or not we can feel this reality. In a very real sense, then, 
the foundation of all prayer is being present to the presence of God.  
 
Final Four - Soul Feast 
Developing the habit of regular prayer is like building any new habit into our life: it takes firm 
commitment, creativity and perseverance. None of this will happen unless we desire a deeper 
relationship with God. Desire for God is the fuel for prayer. When we fall in love, we readily set other 
things aside in order to secure coveted time to be with our beloved. It should be no different with God.  
 
National Championship - Soul Feast 
In Baptism God opens the door to the family house and says, “Welcome home, my child!” In the 
Eucharist, God brings us to the dinner table and cries, “Eat! Eat! I made it especially for you!” God-in-
Christ has received us into his own dwelling place, where we find in plenty as well have need of: 
forgiveness, healing, reconciliation, comfort, peace, joy, communion – abundant life for body and soul. 
Could there be any hospitality to match that of the Host of Heaven? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 – Elaine Heath 
 
Round of 32 – Mystic Way of Evangelism 
Evangelism is intrinsically relational, the outcome of love of neighbor, for to love our neighbor is to 
share the love of God holistically. The proper context for evangelism is authentic Christian community, 
where the expression of loving community is the greatest apologetic for the gospel. Holiness—being 
given to God and God’s mission in this world—is a way of life that is expressly concerned with 
evangelism. 
  
Sweet 16 - Mystic Way of Evangelism 
The hermeneutic of love is grounded in the belief that Jesus really does live in the people around us, that 
Jesus thirsts in our actual neighbors. Jesus is bound with eternal love to every person I encounter. This is 
the starting point. When I see people that way, everything changes. How I evangelize changes. My 
ecclesiology changes. Now I see people already being called by the Holy Spirit, already being loved and 
known by Jesus before I ever meet them. Now I understand that prayer and friendship are the foundation 
for my relationships with others, in the name of Jesus. 
 
Elite Eight - Mystic Way of Evangelism 
Now more than ever, when so many pastors measure their success in numbers, buildings, and budgets, 
the church is starving for holy leadership. This kind of holiness offers a witness that doctrinal arguments 
will never provide. It is an evangelistic beacon that exposes, judges, and rejects all the false, exploitive, 
and manipulative forms of evangelism that have blighted the name of God’s church. Holiness of heart 
and life is the language that proclaims the good news to every culture in all times. 
 
Final Four - Mystic Way of Evangelism 
The early Methodist societies were in many ways semimonastic communities for ordinary lay people. 
The emphasis was on holiness of heart and life, a combination of personal piety and social activism, 
which was essentially a posture of kenosis. Methodism became the largest Christian movement in North 
America by the mid-nineteenth century because of the power of its class and band meetings to form 
Christian disciples. Class and band leaders were unpaid laity. Many holiness Methodists were unpaid lay 
leaders whose social justice advocacy reformed American culture. Palmer, for example, never received 
payment for her ministry, not even for travel expenses. This was a historic Methodist model of kenosis. 
 
National Championship - Mystic Way of Evangelism 
The dark night brings about a necessary detachment so that God’s people may freely love all things in 
and through the love of God rather than in and of themselves. Religious activities, rituals, and practices 
especially are cleansed so that they are now, in the oft-quoted imagery of Thomas Merton, fingers 
pointing to the moon and no longer mistaken for the moon itself. The fruit of the night is about the 
transformation of relationships into expressions of love of God and neighbor, and love of self for the 
sake of God 

 
 



 
8 – Ted Loder 
 
Round of 32 – Guerrillas of Grace 
How shall I pray? Are tears prayer, Lord? Are screams prayers, or groans, or sighs, or curses? Can 
trembling hands be lifted to you or clenched fists or the cold sweat that trickles down my back or the 
cramps that knot my stomach? Will you accept my prayers, Lord, my real prayers, rooted in the much 
and mud and rock of my life, and not just my pretty, cut-flower, gracefully arranged bouquet of words? 
Will you accept me, Lord, as I really am, messed up mixture of glory and grime? Lord help me! Help 
me to trust that you do accept me as I am, that I may be done with self-condemnation and self-pity, and 
accept myself. Help me to accept you as you are, Lord: mysterious, hidden, strange, unknowable; and 
yet to trust that your madness is wiser than my timid, self-seeking sanities, and that nothing you’ve ever 
done has really been possible, so I may dare to be a little mad, too.  
 
Sweet 16 - Guerrillas of Grace 
God, are you there? I’ve been taught, and told I ought to pray. But the doubt won’t go away; yet neither 
will my longing to be heard. My soul sighs too deep for words. Do you hear me? God, are you there? 
Are you where love is? I don’t love well, or often, anything or anyone. But, when I do, when I take the 
risk, there’s a sudden awareness of all I’ve missed; and it’s good, it’s singing good. For a moment life 
seems as it should be. But, I forget, so busy soon, that it was, or what or whom. Help me! God, are you 
there? 
 
Elite Eight - Guerrillas of Grace 
Lord, I believe my life is touched by you, that you want something for me and of me. Give me ears to 
hear you, eyes to see the tracing of your finger and a heart quickened by your motions of your Spirit.  
 
Final Four - Guerrillas of Grace 
Holy One, untamed by the names I give you, in the silence name me, that I may know who I am, hear 
the truth you have put into me, trust the love you have for me, which you call me to live out with my 
sisters and brothers in your human family.  
 
National Championship - Guerrillas of Grace 
O God, who out of nothing brought everything that is, out of what I am bring more of what I dream but 
haven’t dared; direct my power and passion to creating life where there is death, to putting flesh of 
action on bare-boned intentions, to lighting fires against the midnight of indifference, to throwing 
bridges of care across canyons of loneliness; so I can look on creation, together with you, and behold, 
call it very good; through Jesus Christ my Lord.  

  



The Prophets 
 

1 – Martin Luther King Jr.  
 
Round of 32  
I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of injustice, 
sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice. I have a 
dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color 
of their skin but by the content of their character. I have a dream today! I have a dream that one day, 
down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with the words of 
"interposition" and "nullification" -- one day right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will 
be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 
 
Sweet 16 
We must rapidly begin the shift from a "thing-oriented" society to a "person-oriented" society. When 
machines and computers, profit motives and property rights are considered more important than people, 
the giant triplets of racism, materialism, and militarism are incapable of being conquered. 
 
Elite Eight 
I'm concerned about a better world. I'm concerned about justice; I'm concerned about brotherhood; I'm 
concerned about truth. And when one is concerned about that, he can never advocate violence. For 
through violence you may murder a murderer, but you can't murder murder. Through violence you may 
murder a liar, but you can't establish truth. Through violence you may murder a hater, but you can't 
murder hate through violence. Darkness cannot put out darkness; only light can do that 
 
Final Four 
I said to my children, 'I'm going to work and do everything that I can do to see that you get a good 
education. I don't ever want you to forget that there are millions of God's children who will not and 
cannot get a good education, and I don't want you feeling that you are better than they are. For you will 
never be what you ought to be until they are what they ought to be. 
 
National Championship – Letter from Birmingham Jail 
Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of 
mutuality, tied in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly. 
 

 
 
 



2 – Julie Clawson 
 
Round of 32 – Everyday Justice 
True worship doesn’t merely involve enacting the cultural rituals of worship or personal piety, but more 
importantly, it involves how we treat others. Worship coupled with exploitation of workers is not 
acceptable to God. Taking care of the needy, and treating others with love and fairness, are central 
attitudes and actions in the type of worship God insists on. 
 
Sweet 16  - Everyday Justice 
To really start effecting change we have to actually start tweaking the way we live. A few of us might be 
ready for the overhaul, but we are all capable of tweaking. All of us can discern where God is leading us 
to alter our lives, to change on thing at a time, taking the time to really understand and get behind our 
actions. Sometimes insisting that the revolution be slow means that it will actually be doable.  
 
Elite Eight - Everyday Justice 
Living justly means understanding the impact of our decisions. It forces us to take a hard look at how 
our everyday choices (what we wear, what we eat, what we drive, etc.) affect others. An important 
aspect of acting justly is to first stop being complicit in injustice…We don’t always opt out of necessary 
system, but we attempt to redeem it as we live by a more consistent ethic. 
 
Final Four - Everyday Justice 
If we purchase items made by underpaid and abused workers, we participate in their exploitation.  
 
National Championship - Everyday Justice 
Jesus knew his people lived under oppression. The Roman military government controlled them and 
occupied their land. Jesus offered a way of peace and love even amidst their lack of freedom. He knew 
his people needed change – a revolution to establish a new way of living. But in his typical upside-down 
fashion, he proposed a revolution more radical than any violent uprising, more subversive than any 
secret army: a revolution of justice guided by his principles of compassion and love.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 – William Wilberforce 
 
Round of 32  
Is it not the great end of religion, and, in particular, the glory of Christianity, to extinguish the malignant 
passions; to curb the violence, to control the appetites, and to smooth the asperities of man; to make us 
compassionate and kind, and forgiving one to another; to make us good husbands, good fathers, good 
friends; and to render us active and useful in the discharge of the relative social and civil duties?  
  
Sweet 16 
Why is it so hard to get people to study the Scriptures? Common sense tells us what revelation 
commands: 'Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God'--'Search the Scriptures'--'Be ready 
to give to every one a reason of the hope that is in you.' These are the words of the inspired writers, and 
these injunctions are confirmed by praising those who obey the admonition. And yet, for all that we 
have the Bible in our houses, we are ignorant of its contents. No wonder that so many Christians know 
so little about what Christ actually taught; no wonder that they are so mistaken about the faith that they 
profess 
 
Elite Eight 
A private faith that does not act in the face of oppression is no faith at all. And speaking about slavery - 
You may choose to look the other way but you can never say again that you did not know. 
 
Final Four 
Great indeed are our opportunities; great also is our responsibility 
 
National Championship 
I am disturbed when I see the majority of so-called Christians having such little understanding of the 
real nature of the faith they profess. Faith is a subject of such importance that we should not ignore it 
because of the distractions or the hectic pace of our lives 

 
 
 
 
 



4) Oscar Romero 
 
Round of 32 – Violence of Love 
When we struggle for human rights, for freedom, for dignity, when we feel that it is a ministry of the 
church to concern itself for those who are hungry, for those who have no schools, for those who are 
deprived, we are not departing from God’s promise. He comes to free us from sin, and the church knows 
that sin’s consequences are all such injustices and abuses. The church knows it is saving the world when 
it undertakes to speak also of such things.  
 
Sweet 16  
A church that does not provoke any crisis, preach a gospel that does not unsettle, proclaim a word of 
God that does not get under anyone's skin or a word of God that does not touch the real sin of the society 
in which it is being proclaimed: what kind of gospel is that? 
 
Elite Eight – Violence of Love 
We have never preached violence, except the violence of love, which left Christ nailed to a cross, the 
violence that we must each do to ourselves to overcome our selfishness and such cruel inequalities 
among us. The violence we preach is not the violence of the sword, the violence of hatred. It is the 
violence of love, of brotherhood, the violence that wills to beat weapons into sickles for work.  
 
Final Four  
Beautiful is the moment in which we understand that we are no more than an instrument of God; we live 
only as long as God wants us to live; we can only do as much as God makes us able to do; we are only 
as intelligent as God would have us be. 
 
National Championship – Violence of Love 
For the church, the many abuses of human life, liberty, and dignity are a heartfelt suffering. The church, 
entrusted with the earth’s glory, believes that in each person is the Creator’s image and that everyone 
who tramples it offends God. As holy defender of God’s rights and of his images, the church must cry 
out. It takes as spittle in its face, as lashes on its back, as the cross in its passion, all that human beings 
suffer, even though they be unbelievers. They suffer as God’s images. There is no dichotomy between 
man and God’s image. Whoever tortures a human being, whoever abuses a human being, whoever 
outrages a human being abuses God’s image, and the church takes as its own that cross, that martyrdom. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



5 – Yolanda Pierce 
 
Round of 32 – Sojo.net A Theology for Grieving People 
Criminals, murderers, thieves, and enemies of the state were among those crucified — those who were outcasts 
and outsiders of the larger society. Our nation is cruelly indifferent to those who are not “perfect” victims. Even 
when black men and women are not victims of state-sanctioned executions, they are killed again and again 
through character assassination. We shame and diminish victims, combing their school records, medical reports, 
and personal backgrounds to damage their characters, hoping that if we diminish them enough, their lives will not 
matter. But black lives, imperfect as they may be, are still made in the image and likeness of God. We must 
mourn when they are lost.   
 
Sweet 16 - Sojo.net A Theology for Grieving People 
Spaces are necessary where one can grieve without shame or interference. African Americans are often rushed — 
by cultural, political, and theological forces — to quickly forgive those who trespass against us. We are rushed to 
the space of forgiveness and healing before we can even bury the dead or evaluate the scope of our loss. But the 
cross reminds us that we cannot quickly race to Resurrection Sunday; we must sit with the pain of Friday’s 
crucifixion and with Saturday’s silence. There must be room for rage and anger and despair. There must be room 
to ask about being forsaken and abandoned. There must be room to question if black lives really matter to God. – 
 
Elite Eight - Sojo.net A Theology for Grieving People 
Even as the disciples of Jesus grieved at the foot of the cross, they understood there was work to be done. The 
work of justice is deeply political and requires an engagement in this present world. With tears in our eyes, we are 
called to march, rally, petition, sing, dance, create art, and use whatever gifts and talents we possess for the work 
of justice. The work of justice is deeply theological. Our church communities must foster a faith that gives people 
room to grow, to stretch, and to ask the tough questions. A grieving people need a theology for such a time as this, 
a theology that speaks to this present age. White churches, in particular, must end their silence and address the 
pain of grieving black lives, because the work of justice is collective. Even if you cannot possible understand all 
the reasons for our pain, you can come alongside a grieving people in love, humility, and solidarity.  
 
Final Four - Sojo.net A Theology for Grieving People 
The question the church must ask itself: Is our theology expansive enough to address the world in which we 
actually live, or are we one year, 10 years, or even 50 years behind the times? Our willingness within our 
churches to declare, emphatically and categorically, that “black lives matter,” is just one necessary step in healing 
the wounds of a grieving people. 
 
National Championship - Sojo.net A Theology for Grieving People 
My tears started while I was sitting in a coffee shop, and they refused to stop. I gathered my laptop and purse, 
hurried back to the car, and sat quietly, expecting the flow to cease. And yet, tears were in my eyes on the way 
back home and tears stayed with me throughout the day. I have been grieving for a well over a year; grieving for 
Sanford, Fla;. for Ferguson, Mo.; for Charleston, S.C.; for Cleveland, Ohio; and for countless other cities. I am 
grieving for a world that I know, irrefutably, does not value black lives — a world that does not value my life. 
The Christian is promised that although weeping may endure for a night, joy will eventually come in the morning. 
But we are never told how long that night will be or how long our season of grief may last. Your theology and 
your faith are shaped as much by those seasons of grief as they are by glimpses of a joyful morning. 

	



	
6 – Pope Francis 
 
Round of 32 
It hurts me when I see a priest or nun with the latest-model car. You can’t do this. A car is necessary to 
do a lot of work, but, please, choose a more humble one. If you like the fancy one, just think about how 
many children are dying of hunger in the world. 
 
Sweet 16  
We need saints without cassocks, without veils - we need saints with jeans and tennis shoes. We need 
saints that go to the movies that listen to music, that hang out with their friends (...) We need saints that 
drink Coca-Cola, that eat hot dogs, that surf the internet and that listen to their iPods. We need saints 
that love the Eucharist, that are not afraid or embarrassed to eat a pizza or drink a beer with their friends. 
We need saints who love the movies, dance, sports, theatre. We need saints that are open, sociable, 
normal, happy companions. We need saints who are in this world and who know how to enjoy the best 
in this world without being callous or mundane. We need saints 
 
Elite Eight 
I prefer a church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a 
church which is unhealthy from being confined and from clinging to its own security.” 
 
Final Four 
Even if the life of a person has been a disaster, even if it is destroyed by vices, drugs, or anything else—
God is in this person’s life. You can, you must try to seek God in every human life. Although the life of 
a person is a land full of thorns and weeds, there is always a space in which the good seed can grow. 
You have to trust God 
 
National Championship 
Not to share one’s wealth with the poor is to steal from them and to take away their livelihood. It is not 
our own goods which we hold, but theirs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



7 – Frederick Douglas 
 
Round of 32 
The American people have this to learn: that where justice is denied, where poverty is enforced, where 
ignorance prevails, and where any one class is made to feel that society is an organized conspiracy to 
oppress, rob, and degrade them, neither person nor property is safe. 
 
Sweet 16 – Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglas 
I love the pure, peaceable, and impartial Christianity of Christ; I therefore hatethe corrupt, slaveholding, 
women-whipping, cradle-plundering, partial, and hypocritical Christianity of this land. Indeed, I can see 
no reason, but the most deceitful one, for calling the religion of this land Christianity. I look upon it as 
the climax of all misnomers, the boldest of all frauds, and the grossest of all libels.” 
 
Elite Eight 
Slaves sing most when they are most unhappy. The songs of the slave represent the sorrows of his heart; 
and he is relieved by them, only as an aching heart is relieved by its tears 
 
Final Four 
The Christianity of America is a Christianity, of whose votaries it may be as truly said, as it was of the 
ancient scribes and Pharisees, 'They bind heavy burdens, and grievous to be borne, and lay them on 
men's shoulders, but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers. 
 
National Championship – Life and Times of Frederick Douglas 
Men who live by robbing their fellow men of their labor and liberty have forfeited their right to know 
anything of the thoughts, feelings, or purposes of those whom they rob and plunder. They have by the 
single act of slaveholding voluntarily placed themselves beyond the laws of justice and honor, and have 
become only fitted for companionship with thieves and pirates - the common enemies of God and of all 
mankind. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



8 – Desmond Tutu 
 
Round of 32 
If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor. If an elephant has 
its foot on the tail of a mouse, and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your 
neutrality. 
 
Sweet 16 
Forgiving and being reconciled to our enemies or our loved ones are not about pretending that things are 
other than they are. It is not about patting one another on the back and turning a blind eye to the wrong. 
True reconciliation exposes the awfulness, the abuse, the hurt, the truth. It could even sometimes make 
things worse. It is a risky undertaking but in the end it is worthwhile, because in the end only an honest 
confrontation with reality can bring real healing. Superficial reconciliation can bring only superficial 
healing.  
 
Elite Eight 
We are made for goodness. We are made for love. We are made for friendliness. We are made for 
togetherness. We are made for all of the beautiful things that you and I know. We are made to tell the 
world that there are no outsiders. All are welcome: black, white, red, yellow, rich, poor, educated, not 
educated, male, female, gay, straight, all, all, all. We all belong to this family, this human family, God's 
family.  
 
Final Four 
Dear Child of God, I write these words because we all experience sadness, we all come at times to 
despair, and we all lose hope that the suffering in our lives and in the world will ever end. I want to 
share with you my faith and my understanding that this suffering can be transformed and redeemed. 
There is no such thing as a totally hopeless case. Our God is an expert at dealing with chaos, with 
brokenness, with all the worst that we can imagine. God created order out of disorder, cosmos out of 
chaos, and God can do so always, can do so now--in our personal lives and in our lives as nations, 
globally. ... Indeed, God is transforming the world now--through us--because God loves us 
 
National Championship 
If you want to keep people subjugated, the last thing you place in their hands is a Bible. There's nothing 
more radical, nothing more revolutionary, nothing more subversive against injustice and oppression than 
the Bible. 
 

 


