
	
What Is It? 
Holy (March) Madness is our way of introducing you to 32 different Christian thinkers. Represented is a variety 
of voices and perspectives. You will read selections that were written or spoken by pastors, theologians, justice 
seekers and contemplatives. They are past and present. And who knows, maybe one day, years from now, a youth 
group will be reading your writings! This will be a fun way to hear and learn different understandings of God and 
the Christian faith.  
 
How Does It Work? 
This works just like the March Madness College Basketball Brackets. Each match up is single elimination. The 
way one person wins and advances to the next round is by you reading the selection for the given matchup 
between the two people. Whichever one you relate to or like more, wins and advances the next round. Once 
someone loses, you no longer have to read their readings, unless you want to! 
 
What Is The Purpose? 
The purpose is to introduce you to different voices in the Christian faith. You will read from a diversity of voices 
from Christians who are pastors, theologians, contemplatives and justice seekers (the prophets). These voices help 
us understand more of God and what it means to faithfully follow Jesus Christ. Some voices you may whole-
heartedly disagree with, others you may be 100% on board and others may not stir any reactions within you. That 
is ok!  
 
One hope is that you will discover a few voices and thinkers that you really connect to and that you can continue 
to grow in your faith by studying more of what these brilliant people have to say. These snippets of readings are 
short by design. My hope is that it wets your appetite and that these are the appetizers before the full meal and by 
reading these you desire to learn more and on your own can partake in the full meal.  
 
Consider these readings as a means of grace – a way to experience God’s presence and to allow God to transform 
our lives. This is a great way to grow a daily devotion in your life. The readings will not take long, but are rich in 
thought. Allow the words to sink into your heart and mind and grow in you a deep and life-long faith.  
 
You will find the readings and voting options on our youth group blog. 
https://fairfaxumcyouthministry.wordpress.com From the menu bar on the youth group blog you can also 
download more brackets, the bios of each Christian thinker and all the readings.  
 
 You are invited to fill out a bracket first to guess who you think might win. Then you will read a couple of 
readings a day as your devotion and determine who will advance. Then you go online to vote for your person and 
together we will see who the youth group as a whole believes is the best voice out there! 

                                                         

	


